Cytochemical localization of calcium in renal sac nephrocytes of Helix aspersa.
In renal sac nephrocytes of Helix aspersa, intracellular calcium has been localized using the oxalate-pyroantimonate (OPA) and phosphate-pyroantimonate (PPA) methods. Pyroantimonate precipitates are preferentially localized in the excretory spherule and in vesicles located in the basal and lateral regions of the nephrocyte. Such vesicles appear to release their content into the excretory vacuole. Calcium may interact with diverse types of molecules present in the excretory vacuole, thus favouring stabilization and packaging of the excretory spherule.